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Hangzhou Declaration on the UNESCO Man
and the Biosphere Program and World
Network of Biosphere Reserves
(The final Official Version)

1. We, the representatives of UNESCO member states, biosphere
reserves, World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) and
regional and thematic networks, public institutions and private
sectors, and civil society organizations, convened in Hangzhou,
China, from 22 to 27 September 2025, to participate in the Fifth
UNESCO World Congress of Biosphere Reserves. The Hangzhou
Strategic Action Plan (2026-2035) for the UNESCO Man and the
Biosphere (MAB) Program and WNBR was adopted during the
Congress.

2. We extend our sincere gratitude to the Chinese government, the
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Zhejiang province, and through
them to the Chinese people for their support of UNESCO and the
MAB Program, and especially to Hangzhou, Zhejiang for hosting
the Fifth World Congress on Biosphere Reserves. Throughout the
conference, Hangzhou consistently upheld the philosophy of
harmonious coexistence between humans and nature, fully

leveraging its role as a leading city for green development on the
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global stage.

3. The convening of the 5th World Congress of Biosphere Reserves
(5th WCBR) aligns with the critical context of a series of global
agreements. From the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development (2015) to the adoption of the Paris Agreement on
Climate Change by the Conference of the Parties in Paris (2015),
the proclamation of the United Nations Decade on Ecosystem
Restoration (2019), the adoption of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework at the 15th Conference of the Parties to the
United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (2022), the
adoption of the Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas
beyond National Jurisdiction (2023), and the adoption of the Pact
for the Future by the United Nations General Assembly (2024),
these global agreements constitute a modern and comprehensive
framework for international cooperation to promote sustainable
development, with clear targets for action for both the MAB and the
WNBR. The Biosphere reserves serve as a pivotal mechanism for
the coordinated implementation of the aforementioned global goals
at the local level. In light of their longstanding expertise in regional
sustainability and biodiversity conservation, biosphere reserves and

the MAB Programme are also well positioned to play an important



role in shaping the discussions and advancing the development of
the post-2030 agreement for sustainability.

4. Recalling that the core mission of the MAB Program, as set out at
the 16th UNESCO General Conference in 1970, 1s “to strike a
balance between humanity’s responsibility for the conservation of
nature and biodiversity and its need to use natural resources for the
enhancement of socio-economic well-being”, a long-term
intergovernmental and interdisciplinary program of research,
training, monitoring, education, and experimentation was launched
at this conference. The Minsk Conference Action Plan emphasized
the integration of biodiversity conservation and sustainable
development as core principles in 1983. The Seville Strategy
clarified that biodiversity conservation must fully consider its
interdependence with cultural diversity in 1995. The Madrid Action
Plan introduced the concept of "utilizing biosphere reserves as
experimental sites for global sustainable development" in 2008. The
MAB Strategy (2015-2025) was adopted in 2015, and the
subsequent Lima Declaration and Lima Action Plan (2016-2025),
formulated in the following year, have guided the WNBR in its
continuous expansion and deepening over the past decade. The

International Coordinating Council of the MAB Program revised its



core mission to “combine the natural and social sciences to improve
human livelihoods and safeguard natural and managed ecosystems,
thus promoting innovative approaches to economic development
that are socially and culturally appropriate and environmentally
sustainable” at the 36th session in 2024.

5. We recall that the MAB Program on Biosphere Reserves was
initiated in 1976 and has been promoted by UNESCO member
states for fifty years. To date, 759 Biosphere reserves have been
established in 136 countries and regions, covering 4.1% of the land
area and all major ecosystem types, as well as 29.9% of threatened
plant species and 36.8% of threatened animal species globally.
These reserves have become important bases for global biodiversity
and cultural diversity and are where three hundred million people
reside. They have served as models and catalysts for sustainable
development at all levels across the world and have contributed to
major global agendas, particularly the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD), the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC), the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification (UNCCD), and the Convention on the
Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions

(CPCE).



6. We acknowledge that the development and management of
biosphere reserves face significant challenges, including the
overexploitation of resources, global climate change, pollution,
invasive alien species, and the large number of residents with
relatively low income, particularly in low-income countries.

7. We acknowledge that the sustainable use of natural resources and
the proactive engagement of local communities constitute a vital
pathway to promoting global sustainable development.

8. We emphasized that the traditional practices and experiences of
indigenous peoples and local communities within biosphere
reserves in the utilization and management of natural resources,
especially those aligned with agroecological principles and nature-
based livelihoods, have significantly contributed to biodiversity
conservation, ecosystem services and community empowerment,
thereby serving as a model/standard for global practices for
sustainable development. Furthermore, it is recognized that
women as well as youth play a crucial role in the management of
biosphere reserves.

9. We recognize that biosphere reserves, as pilot and monitoring bases
for the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs) and the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity



10.

11.

12.

Framework (KMGBF), play an important role in linking scientific
research and decision-making processes, between national and
local governance, between the public and private sectors, and
between decision-making bodies and citizens’ groups, as well as
non-governmental organizations.

We reaffirm the core vision of the MAB Program is to strengthen
different parties to create healthy, prosperous societies that live in
harmony with nature, with an emphasis on intra- and
intergenerational justice.

We recall the Hangzhou Strategic Action Plan (2026-2035) for the
UNESCO Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Program and WNBR
aims to address current and future challenges by placing biosphere
reserves at the core of the new vision for global sustainable
development that is consistent with the SDGs and KMGBEF. It calls
for a rethinking of the current paradigm and forms of international
cooperation. It is also recognized existential risks arising from past
choices, emphasizing an optimistic way to build community with
a shared future for all life through knowledge, innovation, and
global collaboration.

We reaffirm the commitment to promote excellence in action and

collaboration through the enhancement of the MAB Program and



its WNBR, to contribute to the implementation of multilateral
environmental agreements (MEAs) with goals and targets such as
the SDGs and KMGBEF, and to play a leading role to harmonize
human and nature, the core value of ecological civilization, for

building the consensus of post-2030 agreements.

In order to achieve the vision of the Hangzhou Strategic Action
Plan for UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme and
its World Network of Biosphere Reserves (2026—2035), a reformation
of the relationship between humanity and nature is needed. On this
basis, we commit to:

13. Reiterating that all UNESCO member states should establish
MAB National Committees, prioritize the establishment of
biosphere reserves in key biodiversity areas, promote the
establishment of transboundary and marine biosphere reserves,
and ensure the universal representation of the WNBR and its
contribution to global biodiversity conservation.

14. Encouraging UNESCO member states to take necessary measures
to i1mplement the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework (KMGBF) and the Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs) 1n biosphere reserves.



15. Actively promoting UNESCO member states to take effective
measures to ensure zero net loss of natural habitats within
biosphere reserves, to promote the restoration of ecosystems in
degraded areas of biosphere reserves, and to cease human-induced
species loss and mitigate the impact of invasive alien species in
order to maintain ecological integrity and resilience.

16. Actively promoting UNESCO member states to achieve
ecological and sustainable management of production and
operations within biosphere reserves, to commit to reducing
pollution, particularly through the responsible uses of pesticides,
chemical fertilizers and plastics, to strengthen solid waste
management to minimize environmental impact, prevent or
eliminate significant emerging risks that may threaten ecological
integrity, soil health and ecosystem services, and to ensure the
sustainability of biodiversity-use activities to maintain ecological
balance and support long-term conservation goals.

17. Encouraging UNESCO member states to strengthen synergies
between climate change response and biodiversity conservation
actions, exploring and drawing up practical steps of climate
change adaptation and mitigation within biosphere reserves, to

implement nature-based solutions and/or ecosystem-based



conservation and rehabilitation projects, and to regenerate holistic
management practices for improved sequestration capacity of blue,
brown and green carbon.

18. Encouraging UNESCO member states to develop community-
based best practices for sustainable use and management for
forests, grassland, wetland, cropland and marine ecosystems, and
landscapes in biosphere reserves to improve the socio-economic
well-being of local residents. This is also required to revitalize and
preserve cultural heritage, traditional values and knowledge to
demonstrate the integrative conservation and sustainable
management of nature and culture.

19. Encouraging UNESCO member states to strengthen the
application of advanced technologies and digital tools, such as
artificial intelligence, to develop robust monitoring, open access
data base, evaluation, and learning framework for measuring
progress toward SDG and GBF goals and the contribution of
biosphere reserves to global biodiversity conservation and human
well-being through gross ecosystem product accounting, under the
ethical principles of data protection, equitable accessibility and
respect for the sovereignty of local communities.

20. Encouraging WNBR, regional and thematic networks and



21.

biosphere reserves to serve as platforms and demonstration pilots
for scientific research, learning and practices in biodiversity and
sustainability science to ensure that scientific outputs are
translated into local visibility, practice, and governance, thereby
strengthening the connections between research and community
benefits. WNBR can also serve as strategic arenas of science
diplomacy for building trust, fostering cooperation, and advancing
shared responses to global challenges, such as initiating
international scientific cooperation research programmes, and
implementing projects integrating education, science and culture,
to provide knowledge and pilots to support consensus in post-2030
agreements for sustainable development.

Requesting the establishment of an exchange mechanism between
member states to share experiences and best practices on the
sustainable development and management of biosphere reserves,
especially those in developing countries to promote the integration
of traditional knowledge and modern technology as well as for

knowledge sharing.

22. Calling on UNESCO to strengthen the links and collaborations

between internal sectors, specialized agencies and programs in the

United Nations system, as well as active NGOs, to consolidate



23.

multi-stakeholder efforts and participate in the MAB Program.
Corresponding cooperation and dialogue among world biosphere
reserve management bodies, local communities, relevant
industrial sectors, financial institutions and investment
organizations, private foundations and sectors, and NGOs should
be developed and strengthened to solve the conflicts between
conservation and development.

Reaffirming that inclusive and participatory governance should be
implemented in all biosphere reserves. The role of people living in
biosphere reserves should be strengthened in management and
decision-making processes, with particular attention to
underrepresented groups including indigenous peoples and local
communities, ethnic minorities, women and youth and that
effective participation of diverse communities, and that of key
stakeholders such as scientists, journalists, artists should be
enhanced. Intergenerational learning should be promoted and
youth-led and student-led networks across biosphere reserves
should be strengthened to foster innovation, leadership, and long-

term community engagement in sustainable development.

24. Reaffirming that successful implementation of the Hangzhou

Strategic Action Plan for the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere



Program and World Network of Biosphere Reserves (2026—2035)
requires strong political will, adequate financial resources,
capacity building, technology transfer, and inclusive multi-
stakeholder partnerships at all levels. We call upon all UNESCO
member states, international donors, development partners,
climate finance institutions and NGOs to prioritize support for
biosphere reserve-based initiatives in line with global

environmental commitments.



